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                         “To Save the Lost”
                                 a sermon

                         Thomas L. Jenkins

                         Text: Luke 19:1-10

“For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

MY DEAR SISTERS (MOTHER) AND BROTHERS, my hope, and faith for this morning, as we are encountered and engaged by the Word of God in the Son of Man, is that we will experience heartfelt, mental, and decision directed truth in a blessing level that will help us see that we are always lost in certain areas of our lives and always sought and saved, over and over again by our Lord.

Because of the amazing evangelical ministry of the Reverend Billy Graham, many Christians, if you asked them when they were saved, they could answer in ways like, “I was saved on August 18th, 1977, at the Billy Graham Crusade in Fort Worth, Texas.”

And there is certainly truth to that kind of answer.  However, our passage this morning is showing us even more depth to our salvation.  Our insight may start with the words, pointing to Jesus Christ, as “The Son of Man.

The soul of Jesus Christ is the Word of God who became the Son of Man, for our salvation.
When people ask me, “Are you saved?” I say, “Yes.”  Then, when they ask me, “When were you saved?” I say, “When the Son of God was born into humanity in Jesus, when Jesus died on the cross, then was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven; it was then that I was saved.”  When the Word of God became the Son of Man, died on the cross, rose from the dead, and ascended back to God the Father in the Holy Spirit; He was not alone.  You and I were, and are with Him.  And that is what God is doing, giving His love to showing us all this truth in our lives; in new ways.
Luke’s story of Zacchaeus and Jesus shows Christ walking into Jericho, which was the richest town in the Israel area in those days.  It would have been like going into our Hollywood in Los Angeles, these days.
There is this highly rich tax-collector, who would have been despised by most of the lower and middle income people and some of the other rich people too.  And he wanted to see Jesus so much that he walked out with the crowd, but he was a little short man and couldn’t see over the crowd.  You know that many short men have what we call “A” class personalities; powerful, shrewd, authoritative aspects.  He wanted to see Jesus so much that he figured out which direction Jesus was walking, knew where a tree existed, and climbed it so that he could lay his eyes on Jesus of Nazareth.
He wanted to see Jesus because God had put this desire in him.  Have you ever had a desire to know God better?  Have you ever had a desire to understand Christ in a deeper way?  Have you ever wanted to know what it means to be in the Holy Spirit?  These kinds of desires are laid within your heart by God.  Zacchaeus did not come up with this all by himself.  God put it in his heart.  You do not create these desires totally individually. God puts them in your heart.
“Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (PS 37:4)  That doesn’t just mean that God will give us what we want.  It means that before God gives us the object, God will actually give us what we desire.

As we move on and look at Luke’s vision of Jesus Christ, we are once again amazed that he knew exactly where Zacchaeus was, what his name was, and where he lived.
Even during our tough times, when we certainly do not have all the answers to our questions, we pretty much already do believe, and even know from past experiences from God, that where we are, who we are, and what is going on in our lives is known by God.

The wonderful words for today are here, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

Today salvation has come to this house.  That is truth.  Jesus Christ is salvation.  Our salvation is located in Jesus Christ, and he has come to this house.  He has come in our music; he has come in our prayers, he has come in our readings and words; he has come in the bread and wine.  As the Word became flesh in the conception of the Holy Spirit, the Son of God is becoming real in this sacrament.
And just as Christ came to the house of Zacchaeus because he too was a son of Abraham, Christ is here because you are God’s children of faith; not because anything you have done to earn it, but because God chose you to be adopted into God’s life and love before then foundation of the earth.

You were not just saved at the experience of faith in Christ that you might have had during an important time in your life.  You were saved in God, in eternity, before God created the heavens and the earth.  You were saved in Jesus Christ at his birth, death, resurrection and ascension.  You were saved at that time, or times of conversion experiences.  And you are saved today, November 4, 2007, because the Son of Man accomplished what he comes to do.

The Son of God is the Son of Man.  God loves your humanity.  And you have been included in the relationship that the Son of God has with God the Father in the Holy Spirit.  The Son of God now has a brain and emotions of a human, and he knows how to communicate to us.  He loves our humanity.  He is not the least bit ashamed of being human.  Why?  Because God became human to save the lost.

You are lost at times; but you are always saved in Jesus Christ.

Let us pray…                 Amen 
