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Prayers of the People

Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, and we thank you for the truth that in Jesus Christ we may pray to you, for our needs, and for the concerns in the lives of others, our loved ones, and even our enemies.  Guide us by your Holy Spirit that our prayers may serve your will and reveal your steadfast love in all our lives.

We have confessed out sins before you, receiving your forgiveness.  Lead us to make knowing you, our Lord, as the most important desire and purpose in our lives.  Show us your presence and your light as we pray privately at home, as we meditate upon your Word, as we read your scriptures.  And lead us to see you eye to eye as we minister your love in the lives of people whom we know are suffering.

You formed your church from the despised of the earth and showed them mercy, so they might proclaim your salvation to all.  Strengthen those whom you choose today, that they may faithfully endure all trials by which you conform your church to the cross of Christ.

Renew our nation in the ways of justice and peace.  Guide those who make and administer our laws to build a society based on trust and respect, not financial elitism.  Erase prejudices that oppress; free us from crimes and violence; guard our youth from the perils of drugs and materialism.  Give all citizens a new vision of life and harmony.

Let us take a moment of silent prayer for all who suffer any sorrow or trial… Compassionate God, your Son gives rest to those weary with heavy burdens.  Heal the sick in body, mind, and spirit.  Lift up the depressed.  Befriend those who grieve.  Comfort the anxious.  Stand with all victims of abuse and other crimes. 
Into you hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

                                                      Amen.

